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Amana, Iowa, Thursday, September 10, 2026

AMANA CHURCH SOCIETY NEWS

The Church Picnic Service will be at the Middle
Ballpark Sunday, September 13, 2026 starting
11:00 A.M. with Sw Andrea Haldy presiding.

Opening Hymn: Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
(Song Sheets provided)

Testimony: Ursula Meyer, Schwarzenau, August
3,1715

Hymn: Sunday School children sing
Scripture: Matthew 6:9-16

Psalm 86:1-12

Closing Hymn: “Father | Adore You

The Wednesday Evening Prayer
(Nachtgebet) begins at 7:00 P.M. in Middle.

ACLUD BOT ELECTION CANDIDATE FORMS

The ACLUD Board of Trustees will hold their
yearly election October 6, 2026. If you are inter-
ested in serving on the board, please complete and
submit the Affidavit of Candidacy.

You can find this form on aclud.org located at
the bottom of the “Forms” tab, or send an e-mail
to aclud@southslope.net. All affidavits need to be
turned into the lowa County Auditor office by 4:30
on September 11th, 2026.

Service

AMANA FIRE DISTRICT MEETING NOTICE

The monthly public meeting of the Amana Fire
District will be held Wednesday, September 16,
2026, at 7:00 pm in the Middle Amana fire station
(Third Wednesday of every month).

OPEN YOUR HAUS FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

The Amana Arts Guild is seeking area home-
owners interested in opening their homes for our
annual Christmas Haus Tours, Dec. 4 & 5, 2026.

Each year, guests enjoy touring beautifully dec-
orated homes throughout the Amana community.

Tour Hours for 2026: Friday, December 4 | 6-8
PM, Saturday, December 5 | 10 AM—4 PM

Interested in sharing your home and holiday
spirit? Email the Amana Arts Guild Executive Di-
rector at director@amanaartsguild.org to learn
more or express interest.

All proceeds from the Christmas Haus Tours
support the programs and work of the Amana Arts
Guild.

MOVIES IN AMANA!

Coming Next Wednesday September 16th to the
Amana Performing Arts Center is another stellar
CLASSIC MOVIE: A bored photographer, recover-
ing from a broken leg in his cramped apartment,
begins spying on his neighbors from the back win-
dow... It's all a game until he begins to suspect one
of them of MURDER! Come join us for this epic
thriller! (B&W-1954, Rated PG)

Check out our Instagram page (@magic_lan-
tern_movies) for more clues!

Doors open at 6:30pm, film at 7pm!

Septe

Hours: rsda i
", y & F.nduy 10 am - 6 pmES
b 3 Snturdag,;m ﬁm g PIm o (- e

i :‘ . : # :

The Amana Society Bulletin is published by the Amana
Print Shop for the Amana Society Inc. and distributed
free as a public service to the Amana Community.
On-line at: amanacoloniestoday.com

C N Ews ARD NOTES ))

Oktoberfest is Just Around the Corner
Volunteers Needed Please

Would you like to be a part of the number one
autumn event in eastern lowa? Yes, you can vol-
unteer at Oktoberfest. Now is the hour to sign up
to help at Amana’s Oktoberfest. Help is needed to
set up, tear down, prepare and sell food and drink,
sell admission tickets and keep the Festhalle area
looking nice.

Oktoberfest is Thursday, Oct. 1 through Sunday,
Oct. 4. Set up begins Tuesday, September 29 and
tear down is Monday, Oct. 5.

Did you know that you could help a local non-
profit by volunteering? Volunteers who contribute a
minimum of four hours can choose a nonprofit or-
ganization to receive a $10 per hour donation from
Amana Colonies Festivals. For example, the Ama-
na Colonies Food Pantry, Amana Boy Scouts, your
4H group, your church or your school sports or fine
arts boosters could benefit from your help. Enlist a
couple friends and make your volunteer time count.

Each volunteer receives a free festival admis-
sion ticket and tickets for a for beverage/ food.

To sign up go to Sign Up Genius website. If you
would like to help set up or clean up to https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/4090D4BA9AF2BA1
FA7-65048808-2026.

To help sell admission tickets or monitor admis-
sions go to https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409
OD4BA9AF2BA1FA7-65046548-2026. Some train-
ing required to do admissions sales.

Or contact the Amana Colonies Visitor Center at
events@amana.colonies.com.

Oktoberfest Happenings!

Here are a few highlights to keep in mind as you
plan your weekend and invite friends to join in the
celebration.

Buy your tickets at the gate or online. Plan to buy
your tickets to the Festhalle at the gate. Or via on-
line ticket purchase option. https://amanacolonies.
ticketspice.com/amana-colonies-oktoberfest-2026
A single day pass is $15. The weekend pass: $30
(three days - Thursday — Saturday). Yes, on Sun-
day admission is free to the Festhalle.

Thursday, October 1, the gates open at the Fes-
thalle at 3 p.m. with the Johnny Wagner Band pre-
forming. This year, by popular demand the Ama-
na Colony Folksingers will be in the Festhalle on
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. They’ve got both their favor-
ite traditional numbers, plus surprises in store for
the crowd so don’t miss their performances. They
will be followed by the Johnny Wagner Band at
8:30 p.m. in the Festhalle.

Friday, October 2, gates open at 11 a.m. with
Barefoot Becky and the Ivanhoe Dutchman from
11:30 — 3 p.m. in the Festhalle.

The Oktoberfest Keg Tapping Ceremony begins
at 2 p.m. on Friday with the traditional March with
the Keg from the Amana Heritage Museum to the
Festhalle. Purchase your ticket at the Heritage Mu-
seumto join the procession and enjoy a free beer at
the official opening ceremony.

Then from 3:30 p.m. till 5 p.m. Malek’s Fisher-
man will perform. Yes, Die Tiefen Keller Kinder will
be on stage beginning at 5:30 p.m. Then at 7 p.m.
on Friday our Amana Colony Folksingers will per-
form followed by the hilarious yodeling contest at
8:30 p.m. and Johnny Wagner Band beginning at
8:30 p.m. till close at 11 p.m. Friday will be jam
packed!

Saturday the parade is at 10 a.m. of course; with

our 2026 the theme “Harvest Moon.”
A full day of music follows in the Festhalle includ-
ing the llluminate Dance Troupe performance at
11 a.m. followed by festival favorite the Bavarian
Musikmeisters at 11:30 a.m. and yes, Alpensterne
is back this year at 3 p.m. Saturday Alpensterne
and the Bavarian Musikmeisters will trade the spot-
light through the evening until 11 p.m. at the Fes-
thalle.

The llluminate Dance Troup also performs
streetside near the Amana General Store at 2 p.m.
on Saturday as well.

News & Notes continues on page 2
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" @ HOTEL MILLWRIGHT.
800 48TH AVE, AMAMNA, A 52203 » 319.838.5015

ALEX MOMANY
Attorney at Law

*Estate Planning
*Wills & Trusts
*Probate
*Family Law
*Appeals
*Tuvenile Court

When it comes to protecting your family
and your legacy, having a trusted legal
partner makes all the difference.

(319) 396-2410
HOWES LAW FIRM, P.C.

3200 37th Ave 3W, Cedar Rapids, lowa 52404

Lerving clients in Benton, fohnson, Jones, lowa and Linn County
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GUNTHER SANDERSFELD
319-826-4122
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Marie Schulte
REALTOR® Licensed in lowa
marieschulte @ruhlhomes.com
marieschulte.ruhlhomes.com
(319) 350-2450
5805 Council Street NE Suite A

Cedar Rapids, |1A 52402 Ruhil
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Assisted Living Apartments
< Meals Provided
< Housekeeping Services

% Wellness checks
- Medication management

< Activities
Units Available
Call Tanya Powell for a tour 622-3131

“Experience the Comfort and Security of
Retirement Living in the Amanas”
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 AMANA AREA FELLOWSHIP )

Church Services

SUNDAYS 9:00 AM
All Are Welcome

Amana Performing Arts Center
www.amanaareafellowship.org
\_ M

SERVERS, BANQUET SERVERS, 1
BARTENDERS, & HOUSEKEEPING

@ HOTEL MILLWRIGHT

BOO 4BTH AVE, AMANA, 1A 52203 » 317.838.5015

News & Notes from page 1

Sunday the entertainment in the Festhalle kicks
up with the lowa Tuba Ensemble at 11 a.m. fol-
lowed by the Bavarian Musikmeisters and to close
the festival, Alpensterne beginning at 2:30 p.m.

Please join in thanking our festival spon-
sors: Wendler, Banklowa, Compass Healthcare,
Bankhaus, Fairfax Savings Bank, KCRG TV, Hills
Bank, Culligan, Capper Auto Group, Caseys, the
Amana Insurance Agency and the Amana Society.

Things to Know About the Amana Colonies”

Last week | skipped in to buy caramel apples
at the Chocolate Haus and met a new neighbor,
David, who purchased the Beyer home in Amana.
He had just arrived in Amana, quite literally, just,
and after introducing myself, and talking at him
for a full 3 minutes, nonstop, | thought, “I must be
pretty scary with my questions and ultra cheerful-
ness.”

So | stopped, took a breath and listened to one
very happy, new colony resident.

Later | got to thinking about the things everyone
should know when they move to Amana. Here'’s
my top 10 list.

1)  You live here. You belong here. That’s it.
Don’t overthink it. Here in West Amana we’ve
been overthinking it for generations. West Amana
folks have felt like they are “outside Amana” for
the past 170 years.

My Opa (grandfather) Zuber once told me that
he didn’t feel like West Amana was “quite part of
the Kolonie,” my Oma (grandmother) overhear-
ing him was not pleased, but agreed it was true.
“We've always been a little different.” She was
born in West Amana. He was born in Amana.

2) The Amana Colonies have pickle ball courts,
a community library, tennis courts, an indoor pub-
lic swimming pool, fitness center, a softball field
and soccer fields, playgrounds (one brand-new)
disc golf, a bike trail around the Lake and a nature
trial that winds through lowa’s largest private for-
est. We rarely mention these amenities and you
must figure them out for yourself via a random as-
sortment of Facebook pages and occasional hints
from your neighbors.

3) The Amana Colonies have public picnic ar-
eas by the Lily Lake and at the Middle Amana Ball
Park. These are on private property and you must

News & Notes continues on page 3
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FEEDLOT ASSOCIATE

DUTIES INCLUDE:
* MAINTAIMING EQUIPMENT
« PERFORMING YARD MAINTENANCE
« CLEANING ANIMAL HOUSING
« OPERATING TRACTORS, TRUCKS AND IMPLEMENTS
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FESTIVAL CODRDINATOR

Help bring the Amana Colonles to life
through unforgettable festivals! We're
lecking for an organized, creative,
enthusiastic, and hardworking
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FLAVORS OF FALL 4-COURSE

Meal Presented at Fireside Winery in Amana

Fireside Winery, 4406 220th Trail, Amana, pres-
ents 4-course fall inspired event, September 18th at
6-9 pm, 5:45-6:15pm check in.

Join us to celebrate the many wonderful flavors of
fall. We will be offering a 4-course season inspired
meal perfectly paired with our wines. Sip, savor, re-
lax and enjoy!

Menu: Subject to change

1st COURSE Small charcuterie sampler; an as-
sortment of fall inspired flavors of cheeses with
seasonal fruit. Paired with Fizzy Firefly, our Award-
Winning Sparkling Wine

2nd Course Autumn Squash Soup and Warm
Bread Paired with our Brianna - Dry White Wine

3rd Course Apple Hickory Pork Sliders Paired with
our Calico Red - Semi Sweet Red Wine

4th Course Sopapilla Cheesecake - A cinnamon
and sugar cheesecake, wrapped in a flaky pastry.
Paired with an Autumn Spritzer.

TICKETS: $39 per person available through our
events pages, OR email deb@firesidewinery.com
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Pork tenderloin dinner with dessert

Sunday, Sept. 13th, 4 - 6:30 p.m.
Eagles Club on Highway 1, lowa City

w

To purchase tickets
scan hare:

(vegetarian option available)
donated by the VFW Auxiliary

Live music from HomeBrewed

515 « All procesds go directly to
lowa Clty Free Lunch

or visit

Anyyr comHomeprewed4Fresiynch

Can’t make the concert?
Support ICFL during
Hunger Action Month.

EXPERIENCE |l Difference

Banklowa.com/careers

L LIOWA S

STORAGE FOR RENT

10 ft. Wide x 10 ft. tall x 45 ft. long storage space
available. Kirk 319-929-1784, Ron 319-929-5548

Self Storage Unit Available in Amana. Available on
October 1st. Size 10x25 which is comparable to
a standard 2 car garage. Concrete floor. Roll up
doors. Please call 319-331-7477 if interested!

NEW BOOK SIGNING

Join us at the Amana Community Library, 3023
220th Trail, Middle Amana, on Thursday, Sept 17 at
6:00 pm for a special evening and book signing with
Homestead author Melinda Wichmann newest cozy
mystery novel, “Exercise Finished”, follows the ad-
ventures of dog obedience trial chairman River Kin-
caid and her friends, as they try to discover who
killed a fellow club member.

Copies of the book will be available for purchase.

Tentative Agenda of the regular Meeting
Historic Preservation Commission
Monday, September 14, 2026 6:30 p.m.
at Amana Colonies Land Use District office
4304 220th Trail Amana

I. Call HPC Meeting to Order
Il. Set Agenda
IIl. Review/Approve July 27th, 2026 regular meeting min-
utes:
IV. Welcome visitors and allow citizens to speak on items
not on the agenda:
V. Discussion/Action on permit applications in a Historic
Preservation Zoning District:

a. 2026-060 Shawn & Amy Jacobson /1308 G St. High
Amana/ HP-C/ Replace the two bottom 30X55 windows
on the east side of the house with white vinyl clad double
hung from Marvin windows.

b. 2026-065 Dennis Zuber /4468 V St. Homestead/
HP-R Phase 2 of project. Replace/restore wooden win-
dows on Chicken house. Replace garage door with car-
riage style doors. Finish siding as presented on phase 1.

c. 2026-066 Shawn & Amy Jacobson /1308 G St. High
Amana/ HP-C/ Demo & repair back
porch. Repair/Replace wood sash windows as needed
and rotten sills. Repair small
wooden door at the bottom of the south entrance to the
store.

d. 2026-067 Allyn Neubauer /4522 F St./ HP-R/ Repair
chicken house/wash house on property with tuckpointing,
brick replacement/repair as needed. Replace 2 window-
sills (Second floor) of the home that are rotten. Will be
replaced with brick to match the others.

e. 2026-068 Erin Phelps /4427 V St. Homestead/ HP-C/
Replace 12 windows on pumphouse with windows from
the attic barn or new wood windows.

f. 2026-069 Thomas Oehler /4306 V St. Homestead/
HP-R/ Exterior tuckpointing and replacement/repair of
approximately 150 bricks.

g. 2026-070 ACHSF / 614 46th Ave. Amana /HP-C/ Re-
pair failing car siding on Heritage Design with new car
siding and correct weather stripping.

h. 2026-071 Roy & Monica Kersten /4448 V St. Home-
stead / HP-C/ Remove shake siding & replace with new
siding. Replace all windows with vinyl replacements. Re-
place front & rear door. Remove old roofing and install
with new asphalt shingles. Repairs to be made to front
porch.

i. 2026-072 Alan Brower /5209 E St. East Amana/ HP-R/
Replace 2 windows with new wood windows.

j- 2026-073 Fletcher Williams /2507 J St. Middle Amana/
Replacement windows on first floor on the south, east &
west side. 11 Double hung & 3 awning style white vinyl
frame & trim.

VI. Other Business

-Review Paint Colors

-Paul Bruhn Update

VII. Administrator’s Report (if applicable)

VIII. Adjourn
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pick up your own trash as someone else who is paid
by a private corporation does all the mowing etc.
4)  We are not a city. We are a well organized
set of highly skilled, but grossly underpaid and
sometimes very grumpy volunteers who set up and
manage all sorts of things from city zoning laws to
historic preservation projects and the Tannenbaum
Forest.
5) We are not a city, but we have an important
governmental agency whose officials are elected -
the Amana Colonies Land Use District Board. Yes,
there are zoning rules and regulations regarding
land use and new construction and all construction
projects large and small (including yard projects
like fencing, decks and patios) exterior remodeling,
new siding, new doors or windows, signage, park-
ing and lighting. Please go to the Amana Colonies
Land Use webpage for information as you will need
to know this stuff. There’s an office to in the base-
ment beneath BankHaus and Amana Insurance in
Amana.
6) Some of our rules are unspoken. For example,
you cannot wear a Czech or Norwegian ethnic cos-
tume to Oktoberfest. You can however wear any
number of silly or ill fitting outfits that sort of harken
to a fest Bavaria that has absolutely nothing to do
with Amana then or Amana today. This is a rule we
all follow.
7) More unspoken rules. It's good to root for the
lowa State Cyclones and/ or the lowa Hawkeyes.
We are firmly in Hawkeye territory, however we
recognize our mixed heritage. It is not ok nor will
it ever be ok to mention any Nebraska team. It's
barely ok to mention the state of Nebraska. Most
Amana residents are Cubs or St. Louis Cardinal
fans with a sprinkle of Baltimore, New York Yankee
and (though God may forbid it) White Sox fans. You
can be a Vikings or Green Bay Packer fan, but keep
your Chicago Bear or Seattle Seahawks to yourself.
8) Christmas holiday lighting is encouraged, but
go easy on Halloween | don’t know why this is true,
but there it is. A little goes a long way of the black
and orange stuff, | suppose.
9) You cannot let your pet dogs run loose unless
they slip their leashes, come off their ropes, run out
the door, are super, super friendly or you live in cer-
tain areas of Middle Amana. You can however allow
your cats to range freely about the neighborhood
and enter other people’s homes and businesses.
Cats are perfectly fine anywhere, except in church
or in a restaurant, as you may suppose.
10) If you can do any one or more of the follow-
ing: sing, dance, wear Lederhosen without look-
ing too silly, coach a kids’ sport, have a welcoming
smile, paint pictures, throw pots, make jewelry, wait
tables, keep up your yard, grow a garden, pour a
good draft, shoot good photographs, keep bees,
bake, drive a school bus, make fudge, work in tin
or iron, embroider, quilt, weave a basket or be will-
ing to learn, drive neighbors to appointments, look
good in a Santa costume, are good at math, cut
a pie, play a brass instrument, organize a commit-
tee, understand stage lighting, can tell a story, have
construction skills or are generally willing to lend a
hand. We need you. Welcome to your hometown!
Submitted by Emilie Hoppe

Amana Colonies Land Use District
Notice of Board of Trustees Meeting and
Tentative Agenda, September 14, 2026- 7 p.m.
Amana Colonies Land Use District office
4304 220th Trail Amana

I. Call Meeting to Order
Il. Set Agenda
[ll. Review/Approve August 10, 2026 Regular meeting
minutes.
IV. Welcome visitors and allow citizens to speak on
items that are not on the agenda
V. Discussion/Action on the following permit applica-
tions in a Historic Preservation Zoning District:

a. 2026-037 Richard & Pamela Leichsenring /2615
220th Trail Middle Amana/ HP-R / Build new 32-1
1/2 X 18’ garage where barn structure was. 7/12 roof
pitch, gray asphalt shingles, White K-style gutters, (2)
9/6 28X56 white vinyl windows on W side, White exte-
rior door no window, reuse grey aluminum siding from
house, garage door on lower side white no windows.

b. 2026-075 Mark Sandersfeld /711 38th Ave. Ama-
na/ R-1/ Add 12x22 addition onto North side of exist-
ing garage. Addition will have 4/12 roof pitch and 10X7
garage door. Roof, Siding, Sofit/Fascia will match ex-
isting. There will be a 20ft approach driveway and set-
backs will be “ from N lot line and* from Rear.

c. 2026-051 Andrew Kleinmeyer /4307 F St. Ama-
na/ HP-R/ Permit approved 8/10 for newconstruction
40x48 accessory building. Structure will meet appro-
priate setbacks, LP smartside siding (color to match
house), K-Style gutters, 4/12 roof pitch and asphalt
shingles to match home, 9/6 windows. Permit Amend-
ment — Request to Revise Approved Measurements
from 40X48 to 40X60. No other changes to the ap-
proved permit.

d. 2026-078 Sheena Ballatore /2905 G St./ R-1/ Re-
move existing 12X12 standard deck/railing. Replace
with new 26X12 deck, 12X14 will be screened in with
connecting 12X12 open deck. Treated lumber fram-
ing, new footings and concrete pad. Build
enclosed shed underneath the enclosed 12X14 por-
tion.

e. 2026-060 Shawn & Amy Jacobson /1308 G St.
High Amana/ HP-C/ Replace the two bottom 30X55
windows on the east side of the house with white vinyl
clad double hung from Marvin windows.

f. 2026-080 Steve Austin /704 39th Ave. Amana/
R-1/ Construct 24’X30’ 2 stall garage in N.E corner
of property. 4/12 pitch, vinyl siding & Asphalt shingles
to match house. Two 8’ garage doors with windows.
Install 4’ black chain link fence on east property line &
from new garage to existing garage. Replace existing
driveway on north side of property
and pour new driveway for new garage to tie into ex-
isting.

g. 2026-065 Dennis Zuber /4468 V St. Homestead/
HP-R Phase 2 of project. Replace/restore wooden
windows on Chicken house. Replace garage door
with carriage style doors. Finish siding as presented
on phase 1.

h. 2026-066 Shawn & Amy Jacobson /1308 G St.
High Amana/ HP-C/ Demo & repair back
porch. Repair/Replace wood sash windows as need-
ed and rotten sills. Repair small
wooden door at the bottom of the south entrance to
the store.

i. 2026-067 Allyn Neubauer /4522 F St./ HP-R/ Re-
pair chicken house/wash house on property with
tuckpointing, brick replacement/repair as needed. Re-
place 2 windowsills (Second floor) of the home that
are rotten. Will be replaced with brick to match the
others.

82| = | ¢ |2, N |99
%S %88 UEH_%_%__G%B

LEARN & PLAY

| AMERICAN

ESY

8
MAHJONG
% i | _J_-_;"l E’E‘E.

By ' ]
Come and learn the basics of Mahjong!

. SATURDAY, SEPT 19; 9AM-NOON
&
/ SATURDAY, SEPT 26; 9AM-NOON

W B (o0& | B

caclsd] o
(25 30 Amana Community Library,
GE'E:! 3023 220 Trail, Middle Amana

i | oo 38 )

SR
33 58|22
S HEN

j. 2026-068 Erin Phelps /4427 V St. Homestead/ HP-
C/ Replace 12 windows on

pumphouse with windows from the attic barn or new
wood windows.

k. 2026-069 Thomas Oehler /4306 V St. Homestead/
HP-R/ Exterior tuckpointing and

replacement/repair of approximately 150 bricks.

I. 2026-070 ACHSF / 614 46th Ave. Amana /HP-C/
Repair failing car siding on Heritage

Design with new car siding and correct weather strip-
ping.

m. 2026-071 Roy & Monica Kersten /4448 V St.
Homestead / HP-C/ Remove shake siding &

replace with new siding. Replace all windows with vi-
nyl replacements. Replace front &

rear door. Remove old roofing and install with new
asphalt shingles. Repairs to be made

to front porch.

n. 2026-072 Alan Brower /5209 E St. East Amana/
HP-R/ Replace 2 windows with new

wood windows.

0. 2026-073 Fletcher Williams /2507 J St. Middle
Amana/ Replacement windows on first

floor on the south, east & west side. 11 Double hung
& 3 awning style white vinyl frame

& trim.

VI. Other Business.

a. Discussion/Action: Scheduled ordinance review

b. Discussion/Action: Review updated design guide-
line document

c. Discussion/Action: Review woodshed height

d. Discussion/Action: Paul Bruhn update

e. Discussion/Action: Ordinance Lodging Definitions
f. Discussion/Action: Jake Braking

g. Discussion/Action: Hart Grant

h. Discussion/Action: Recreational Courts in HP Dis-
trict

i. Discussion/Action: Upcoming BOT elections

VIl. Review/Approve September Disbursements Re-
port.

VIIl. Review/Approve the September Treasurer’s Re-
port.

IX. President’s Report (if applicable).

X. Administrator’s Report.

XI. Adjourn.




