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Amana Church Society news  
  The Regular Early Service will be in the Middle 
Church Sunday, September 6, 2026 starting 8:30 
A.M. with Br. Mike Shoup presiding.
  Opening Hymn: “Weil Selbst der Herr” No. 
1049 vs 1, 3, 7, 12 Seite 1026
  Testimony: Johann Friedrich Rock, Löchtgau, 
near Stuttgart, December 3, 1716
  Scripture: John 15: 1 – 4
            Psalm 85
  Closing Hymn: “Sanftmuth, die edle Gottes-
gabe” No. 890 vs 1, 3, 5, 9 Seite 876
  The Late Service will start at 10:00 A.M. with 
the following hymns:
  Opening Hymn: “Because I know the Lord” No. 
95
  Closing Hymn: “Humility, The Noblest Virtue” 
No. 140
  The Wednesday Evening Prayer Service 
(Nachtgebet) begins at 7:00 P.M. in Middle.
  Visitors are welcome to join us in worship at all 
Amana Church Services. Childcare is available 
during Sunday’s 10:00 A.M. Service.

LakeviewVillage
   Assisted Living Apartments
    v    Meals Provided
    v  Housekeeping Services
    v  Wellness checks
           - Medication management
    v  Activities 

   Units Available
Call Tanya Powell for a tour 622-3131

“Experience the Comfort and Security of 
Retirement Living in the Amanas”

–––––

MOVIES IN AMANA!
  Every Wednesday through September, The Mag-
ic Lantern will be presenting MORE classic movies 
for you to enjoy! Next week, Sept. 9th at The Per-
forming Arts Center, join a Kansas farm girl named 
Dorothy, as she travels the Yellow Brick Road in 
her journey through the merry ol’ land of OZ, in this 
CLASSIC tale from 1939 (Rated G)
  Doors open at 6:30pm, with the film at 7pm! This 
next week, we’ll be showing some CLASSIC CAR-
TOONS before the film! So come on over, grab 
some fresh, hot popcorn and settle into the new 
comfy theater seats for a fantastic show!

ACLUD BoT Election candidate forms
  The ACLUD Board of Trustees will hold their 
yearly election October 6, 2026. If you are inter-
ested in serving on the board, please complete 
and submit the Affidavit of Candidacy.
  You can find this form on aclud.org located at 
the bottom of the “Forms” tab, or send an e-mail 
to aclud@southslope.net. All affidavits need to be 
turned into the Iowa County Auditor office by 4:30 
on September 11th, 2026.

News & Notes continues on page 2

HandWorks is a Major Event
  Get ready for one of the busiest weekends in 
Amana’s tourist season. Handworks is this week-
end, Sept. 4 – 5 at the Festhalle and the Market-
barn in Amana. 
  There will be exhibitors at the Timber and Tools 
Shop and Amana Furniture Shop too as they are 
helping to host the event. 
  During the last Handworks the village of Amana 
was so crowded it was impossible to find parking 
and masses of folks were on the streets. Should 
the weather be amendable and should the predict-
ed turnout hit the mark, expect a very busy Friday 
and Saturday in the village.
  Admission is free to this two- day event hosted 
by Handworks.com, a not for profit a group of like-
minded wood workers who want to promote and 
broaden the use of hand tools in the making of 
woodcrafts and furniture. They seek “to promote 
the beauty of hand woodworking and the tools that 
go along with it,” their website states. 
  This is their fifth Handwork event in the Amana 
villages. Door prizes will be given so be sure to sign 
up as you enter the Festhalle. 
  This year Christopher Schwarz, former editor 
of Popular Woodworking Magazine and publisher 
of Lost Art Press, author of numerous books and 
on-demand, elearning courses will give a special 
presentation on chairmaking, Saturday at 10 a.m. 
Schwarz has been a longtime proponent of working 
exclusively with hand tools. He’ll be presenting with 
Mike Seimson of Mike’s School of Woodworking, 
located north of the Twin Cities. Siemson’s classes 
and workshops have been a popular way for wood-
workers to learn basic skills or learn how to com-
plete hand tool projects. Go to his website at Mike’s 
School of Woodworking. 
  This year over 80 vendors have signed up to 
bring furniture, cabinets, tools, equipment and 
more to sell at the show. Some of those expected 
here: Aurious Tools of Sain-Juery, France; Andy 
D. Glenn Furniture, Waldoboro, Maine; Lake Erie 
Toolworks, Erie Pennsylvania; The Fine Tool 
Journal, Watervliet, Michigan; Texas Heritage 
Woodworks, Texas; Axe and Anvil Handworks, 
Tennesse; J. Wilding Planemaker, USA; J. Miller 
Furniture, Chicago; Knew Concepts, Santa Cruz, 
California: Lonon Tools, North Carolina; Bench-
crafted, Cedar Rapids; Reed Planes, Swamp-
scott, MA; Iron Bark Tools, Australia; Compass 
Rose Tools, Ohio; the Pine Croft School of Berea 
Kentucky; The Barn on White Run, Virginia; Kittle-
son Woodworks, Decorah; Blackburn Tools, USA; 
Blue Spruce Toolworks, Ohio; Tools for Working 
Wood, Brooklyn, New York. Lost Art Press, Ken-
tucky. 
  While the festival is promoting the history of the 
colonies, our local tradition of craftsmanship  and 
our food, noting on its website all of the local res-
taurants, there will be food trucks on site too to help 
feed the crowd. 

West Amana Blacksmith Shop Open House
  Locals and out of town craftsmen may want to 
check out the West Amana Blacksmith shop open 
Friday and Saturday, Sept. 4 – 5, for a free, open 
house from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
  Located in West Amana between 703 and 705 
7th Ave. this fully functional blacksmith shop is just 
as it was when it served as the West Amana black-
smith shop during Amana’s communal era. 
  Cory Nevitt, trained blacksmith, will be working 
in the shop giving live demonstrations and answer-
ing questions about the shop and the craft of black-
smithing. 

New AAG Happening 
Community Fellowship and Fun Sept 20 

  At the High Amana Arts Guild Folklife Center on 
Sunday,  September 20, come for live music with 
master yodeler and accordionist Kerry Christensen 
t with special guests Meg Merckens and Marquetta 
Senters.
  The party starts at 4:30 p.m. in High Amana. For 
just $15 enjoy a picnic dinner. Menu: pork sand-
wiches, baked beans, chips, beverages.  Yes, bring 
a lawn chair or blanket and prepare to relax and 
enjoy yourself! 
  If you have ever heard Kerry Christensen you 
know we are all in for a treat. He’s sings, yodels and 
is just a hugely entertaining entertainer performing 
multiple genres from American country western to 
Bavarian Alpine folk music.  Will there be a little 
sneak peak of the new comedy to premier on Oc-
tober 9?
  Yes, we suspect there will be.  “No Expiration 
Date” a comedy about two very tenacious senior The Amana Society Bulletin is published by the Amana Print Shop 
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Marie Schulte
REALTOR® Licensed in Iowa

marieschulte@ruhlhomes.com
marieschulte.ruhlhomes.com

(319) 350-2450
5805 Council Street NE Suite A
   Cedar Rapids, IA 52402

Located in our Parking Lot At: 
2783 Hwy 6, South Amana
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The Amana Print Shop %319-622-3912   
:amanaprintshop@southslope.net 

obituary
  Carl William Ehrmann, 69, of Amana, met the 
Lord, surrounded by the love of his family, on Friday, 
August 28, 2026.  Visitation will be from 4:00 to 7:00 
p.m. on September 3 at Powell Funeral Home in 
Marengo. A memorial service celebrating Carl’s life 
will be held at 10:00 a.m. on September 4 at Amana 
Area Fellowship, with Rev. Erik Schulte officiating, at 
the Performing Arts Center in Amana.
  Born on October 9, 1956, in East Amana, Iowa, to 
Roy and Marie (Schaefer) Ehrmann, Carl spent his 
69 years building a life rooted in family, faith, friend-
ship and community. He attended Amana Communi-
ty Schools graduating in 1974. He attended Central 
College in Pella before beginning a long and suc-
cessful career in the food service industry.
  Carl’s career took him through many roles and re-
lationships that he cherished. He worked as a man-
ager at the Ox Yoke Inn before becoming General 
Manager of the Colony Inn Restaurant, where he 
eventually owned and operated his own food ser-
vice business. He later transitioned into sales within 
the industry, working for H & H and Hawkeye Food 
Service before retiring from Town & Country Food 
Service in 2022. Retirement, however, did not mean 
sitting still for Carl. He found a new way to stay con-
nected with people and keep busy by working with 
Capper Auto Group in Marengo.
  While Carl found great pride in his work, there 
was never any confusion about where his true love 
lived: with his family. Carl married his wife, Debbie 
(Waters), in Iowa City in 1980 and together they 
built a life filled with love, laughter, family, sports and 
countless memories over the past 46 years. They 
raised three children, Darcy, Carrie and Jacob, who 
were the center of Carl’s world.
  Carl loved watching and coaching his children in 
sports. He could recall statistics, scores and nearly 
every detail from every game, match and meet. His 
passion for sports continued well beyond his chil-
dren’s playing days. He was a devoted Chicago 
Bears and St. Louis Cardinals fan and proudly held 
Iowa Football season tickets for more than 20 years.
  Later in life Carl’s grandchildren became the light 
of his life. To his grandchildren, Opa was a source 
of love, laughter, comfort and unconditional support.
  Carl faced the final chapter of his life with the 
same courage and determination that defined him. 
He fought a courageous battle with Acute Myeloid 
Leukemia and, following a successful stem cell 
transplant, was blessed to be deemed in full remis-
sion. When the cancer eventually returned, Carl ac-
cepted each challenge, trial and tribulation with un-
wavering faith, keeping his Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, at his side.
  During Carl’s battle his faith grew stronger, as did 
the friendships he found during this time brought 
him comfort and strength as his journey continued.  
  He also formed several special relationships with 
the staff at the University of Iowa Holden Compre-
hensive Cancer Center. His family will forever be 
grateful for the compassion, kindness and dignity 
they showed Carl, not simply treating him as a pa-
tient but seeing and caring for the person behind the 
diagnosis.
  Carl is survived by his wife, Debbie; his children, 
Darcy (Joe) Moulin of Cedar Rapids, Iowa; Carrie 
(Brett) Karkosh of Mount Vernon, Iowa; and Jacob 
(Jessica) Ehrmann of Dallas, Texas; his grand-
children, Carleigh and Collins Karkosh and Archer 
Ehrmann; his brother, Paul (Susan) Ehrmann; his 
sister, Kristie Ehrmann; his sisters-in-law, Terri (Bob 
Stoffel) Kajewski and Linda (Doug) Hein; and many 
beloved nieces and nephews.
  Memorial gifts may be made to Blood Cancer 
United, an organization dedicated to advancing re-
search to create a world without blood cancer.
  Powell Funeral Home and Cremation Service in 
Marengo is caring for Carl and his family. Messages 
may be left at www.powellfuneralhomes.com

AMANA AREA FELLOWSHIP
Church Services

SUNDAYS   9:00 AM  
All Are Welcome

Amana Performing Arts Center
www.amanaareafellowship.org

_______________________________________
Storage For Rent________________________________________

10 ft. Wide x 10 ft. tall x 45 ft. long storage space 
available. Kirk 319-929-1784, Ron 319-929-5548________________________________________

Garage sale________________________________________
Garage sale Saturday September 5  8-? Baseball 
cards, records, stereo components, depression 
glass, old linens, cookbooks, antique full size head-
board and lots more!  4412 H Street Amana.________________________________________

Want to Buy 
-Reloading Equipment
-Presses and Dies
-Large and Small Estates

-Muzzleloaders and Firearms: Vintage & Modern
Will also do Appraisals & Consignment Sales

Call, Text or Email   JOEL VZ (319) 530-1234
jvanzante@southslope.net

-Bullets and Brass
-Shooting Sports Items
-Supplies and Ammo

New book signing
  Join us at the Amana Community Library, 3023 
220th Trail, Middle Amana, on Thursday, Sept 17 at 
6:00 pm for a special evening and book signing with 
Homestead author Melinda Wichmann!
  Melinda’s newest cozy mystery novel, “Exercise 
Finished”, follows the adventures of obedience trial 
chairman River Kincaid and her friends, all mem-
bers of the Cedar Valley Dog Trainers, as they try to 
discover who killed a fellow club member. 
  Copies of the book will be available for purchase.

citizens who have not given up on their dreams, 
written by our own Tom Johnson and staring Meg 
Merckens and Marquetta Senters,  is in production. 
It will be on stage at the AAG Center in High Amana 
Oct. 9 – Nov. 1. Everyone is invited to High Amana 
September 20.


