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February 17th, 2020 

 

Amana Society, Inc. memo to shareholders regarding water quality. 
 

On February 15th, the Cedar Rapids Gazette published an article titled Amana wells at high risk 

which was a follow up to the January 6th article about high nitrates in the Amana water system. 

We want to reiterate that no water has been provided to the community that doesn’t meet safety 

standards.  

 

It’s important to note that the nitrate levels below 10 milligrams per liter is considered safe and 

at no time have nitrate levels in water delivered to the public exceeded this level.  We take 

exception to the article reference to “industrial waste” used in the article to describe products we 

spread on the fields.  The products are manufacturing byproducts that have been found to be 

beneficial to soil health. We sometimes spread ground-up cardboard, which is biodegradable, 

helps the soil retain moisture and is used as a liming agent that balances the pH of the soil. The 

other is a biodegradable liquid that has necessary crop nutrients, and used in lieu of other 

chemicals. It is approved by the State of Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship 

and is classified as a fertilizer.      

 

The Amana water system is supplied through 6 wells but can meet the needs of the community 

using as few as two.  The water supplied to the public is always a blend of the wells that feed the 

system and that blend always had nitrate levels well below 10 milligrams per liter.  We have 

currently shut down 3 of the wells, two that tested high and a third that tested borderline. We 

currently operate with 3 wells that have never tested high.  Additionally, we are working to bring 

back online a 4th well, located in Main Amana, that has never tested high.  This has allowed us to 

take the 3 wells in question offline for the foreseeable future while maintaining capacity to 

provide the community with water from wells that have never tested high.   

 

The Amana Society takes this issue very seriously and to reiterate, the water supplied by 

the Amana Service Company to the community meets safety standards.  We have been and 

will remain proactive in working with experts in the field on ways to always improve what 

we do in the interest of safety in the community.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Greg Luerkens 

 

Note: This memo is for informational purposes and for the private use of the Amana Society 

shareholders and is not intended for public use.  


