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Amana Society Journal – January 2021 
News & Information for Amana Society Shareholders 

 
2020 Year End Highlights: 

 

As we begin 2021, some noteworthy highlights to wrap up 2020. 

 

As we know well, COVID-19 had a major impact on 2020.  Beginning in March, the businesses 

most negatively impacted include: 

 The Amana Furniture Shop 

 The Amana Woolen Mill 

 The Amana General Store/Little Red Wagon 

 

These businesses we all closed for 9 weeks beginning in the middle of March and reopening 

Mid-May.  Following the reopening, traffic was extremely slow however we saw a steady 

ramp up to ultimately a decent holiday season.  When mentioning these businesses, it’s 

important to note too that the cancellation of the various festivals had a major impact on the 

number of people visiting the Amana’s, even after we reopened. 

 

 Cedar Rapids Millwork was also negatively impacted by COVID-19 but the impact was 

delayed.  Several weeks into the COVID-19 pandemic, it became difficult to get product 

as some vendors were forced to close down production for a period of time.  Just as 

things started to “normalize,” the Cedar Rapids/Iowa City corridor was hit by the 

derecho.  One would think that the impact would be positive for a company that provides 

construction related products, however the derecho exhausted the labor pool of framers, 

roofers, and other construction related workers, and new construction came to a virtual 

halt.  As the year came to a close, initial orders for the first part of 2021 appear to be 

solid. 

 

 The derecho also had a major impact on Amana Farms.  A windstorm in early July and 

the drought that followed highly stressed the corn crop and the derecho solidified what 

proved to be an extremely difficult year for crop.  Insurance will help mitigate some of 

the impact but it won’t make us whole. 
 

COVID-19 and the derecho made 2020 an unprecedented, difficult year however there were 

some true bright spots.   

 

 The Amana Meat Shop had far and away its best year ever.  COVID-19 made people 

more aware of the quality of the food people were eating.  Additionally, with much of 

the economy operating at reduced levels, demand for mail order products sky-
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rocketed.  This combination kept the meat shop operation at what were previous peak 

levels for most of 2020.  The typical peak season between Thanksgiving and New 

Year’s Day produced demand levels that were unimaginable. 

o The Amana Meat Shop management had the foresight to order record levels of 

product for resale in anticipation of extreme demand. 

o The Amana Meat Shop staff were able to process orders and keep the product 

flowing. 

o The mail order team managed to take and process all orders in a professional and 

timely manner. 

We anticipate demand will stay at higher than normal levels and we’re hopeful that a 

large portion of our new customers will now become permanent customers going 

forward.  We believe we will retain many of these customers even after a COVID-19 

vaccine becomes readily available. 

 

 The RV Park also posted a record year.  It had multiple rallies cancel due to COVID-19 

however it was able to make up for it with long-term campers looking to escape crowds 

while still having a sense of vacation.  The derecho also had a major positive impact as 

many homes were damaged and people sought refuge at the RV Park.   

o The Amana Service Company also deserves credit as it was able to keep the 

power on in the Amanas.  Some areas of Cedar Rapids were without power for 

the better part of 2 weeks. 

 

2020 was also a milestone year as we diligently worked to get the Hotel Millwright completed 

and it was successfully open for business on September 25th.  COVID-19 has definitely had an 

impact however the reviews from gusts that are staying have been positive.  Our partner, IDM 

Hospitality, has indicated that it expects leisure travel to pick up before business travel and they 

are optimistic, especially as we get into the spring, summer, and fall months of 2021. 

 

As we enter 2021, we’re hopeful that things will get back to some level of normal, especially as 

the vaccine becomes readily available.     

 
Regards, 

Greg Luerkens 

President & CEO 

Phone: (319) 622-3111 

Cell: (319) 361-2258 

Email: gluerkens@amanas.net 
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